
[image: ]
[image: ]
TO NEWS EDITORS AND JOURNALISTS 


FROM THE MPUMALANGA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


13 AUGUST 2025 



THE DEPARTMENT MOURNS THE TRAGIC LOSS OF A GRADE 8 LEARNER


The Mpumalanga Department of Education is deeply saddened and shocked by the tragic passing of a Grade 8 learner from Senzangakhona Secondary School in KwaMhlanga, Thembisile Hani Local Municipality.


According to preliminary reports, the learner was fatally stabbed by a fellow Grade 8 learner at approximately 15H00 this afternoon while they were returning home from school. 


Teachers were alerted about the incident by other learners and immediately rushed to the scene.


Upon arrival, they contacted emergency medical services, who sadly declared the learner deceased on site.


The incident was reported to the South African Police Service, and the parents of the deceased learner were informed. 


The suspect who is also a Grade 8 learner at the same school, was subsequently apprehended by the Police. 


The circumstances leading to this tragic event remain unclear and are currently under investigation by law enforcement authorities.


The Department extends its deepest condolences to the bereaved family, friends, classmates, and the entire school community during this time of immense grief. 


To support those affected, the Department will deploy officials from the Wellness Section and Inclusive Education to provide psychosocial services to both the family and the school.


Further information will be shared as more details become available.


For inquiries:


📞 Jasper Zwane: 083 743 1804

📞 Gerald Sambo: 081 526 7802
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MPUMALANGA PROVINCE
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

lkhamanga Building, Government Boulevard, Riverside Park, Mpumalanga Province

Private Bag X11341, Mbombela, 1200.
Tel: 013 766 5552/5115, Toll Free Line: 0800 203 116

Litiko le Temfundvo, Umnyango we Fundo Departement van Onderwys

Ndzawulo ya Dyondzo
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MPUMALANGA

THE PLACE OF THE RISING SUN
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